


God’s Justice 
and Intercession



The Story so far:

• God’s Creation and Ordering of heaven and Earth
• Earth's First people: Adam and Eve, very good
• The man and woman in the sanctuary of Eden
• Rebellion against God, and the subsequent curse. 
• Story of Cain and Able , Noah and the Flood
• Tower of Babel Abraham's covenant with God



Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And 
Abraham went with them to set them on their way. The LORD said, “Shall I hide 
from Abraham what I am about to do, seeing that Abraham shall surely become 

a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 
For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household 

after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that 
the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.”  Then the LORD 
said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is 

very grave,  I will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to 
the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”

( G e n e s i s  1 8 : 1 6 - 2 1 E S V )



So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood 
before the LORD. Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep 

away the righteous with the wicked?  Suppose there are fifty righteous within the 
city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous 

who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death 
with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! 

Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the LORD said, “If I find at 
Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.”

( G e n e s i s  1 8 : 2 2 - 2 6  E S V )



Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am 
but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the 

whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he 
spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty 
I will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty 
are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Behold, I have 
undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the 

sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I 
will not destroy it.” And the LORD went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, 

and Abraham returned to his place.

( G e n e s i s  1 8 : 2 7 - 3 3  E S V )



Abraham’s walk of faith with the LORD has 
been a long and winding one. 



The focal point 
of this text is 
Abraham’s 
intercession
before God.



Lot is 
Abraham's 

nephew, son 
of Haran.



The Lord reaffirms that Abram’s 
descendants will possess all of Canaan.



vGod is clear.



Behold, God is great, and we know him not;  the 
number of his years is unsearchable.

( J o b  3 6 : 2 6  E S V )



"Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She 
and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and 
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and 
needy. They were haughty and did detestable 

things before me..." 

( E z e k i e l  1 6 : 4 9 - 5 0  E S V )



"...Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding 
towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality 

and perversion."

( J u d e  7  E S V )



• God is clear.

vGod is just.



“The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are 
justice.”

D e u t e r o n o m y  3 2 : 4  ( E S V )  



“The King is mighty, he loves justice—you have 
established equity; in Jacob you have done what 

is just and right”

P s a l m  9 9 : 4  ( E S V )  



Far be it from you to do such 
a thing, to put the righteous 
to death with the wicked, so 
that the righteous fare as the 
wicked! Far be that from you! 
Shall not the Judge of all the 

earth do what is just?



• God is clear.

vGod is just. He will do what is right. 



I who am but dust and ashes…
…for the sake of ten. 

G e n .  1 8 : 2 7 ,  3 2  ( E S V )  



• “Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring 
justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause” (Isaiah 1:17, 
ESV).
• “Thus says the Lord: Do justice and righteousness, and deliver 
from the hand of the oppressor him who has been robbed. And 
do no wrong or violence to the resident alien, the fatherless, 
and the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place” 
(Jeremiah 22:3, ESV).
• “Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the 
poor and the oppressed. Rescue the weak and the needy; 
deliver them from the hand of the wicked” (Psalm 82:3–4).



• “For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and 
wrong” (Isaiah 61:8, ESV).

• “When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous 
but terror to evildoers” (Proverbs 21:15, ESV).



• “Evil men do not understand justice, but those who 
seek the Lord understand it completely” (Proverbs 
28:5, ESV).

• “Blessed are they who observe justice, who do 
righteousness at all times!” (Psalm 106:3, ESV).



• “The Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his 
angels, and then he will reward each person according to what 
they have done” (Matthew 16:27; cf. Psalm 62:12).
• “With righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he 
will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he 
will slay the wicked” (Isaiah 11:4).
• “Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he comes, he 
comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in 
righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness” (Psalm 
96:13).



• God is clear.
• God is just. He will do what is 

right. 

vGod makes much of  His will known.



Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to 
do?

G e n .  1 8 : 1 7  ( E S V )  



Abraham will become a great and mighty nation (v.18)

Abraham will be a blessing to all the nations on earth (v. 18)

Abraham has been chosen by God for a teaching purpose, that 
is, for the patriarch to instruct his children (v.19), and that 
purpose will be served by God disclosing to the patriarch the 
judgment of Sodom.



Anthropomorphism: 
the attribution of 
human characteristics 
or behavior to a god, 
animal, or object.





• God is clear.
• God is just. He will do what is 

right. 
• God makes much of  His will 

known.

vGod patiently awaits our prayer. 



Geoff Thomas: The Intercession of Abraham

God wants someone to mediate. God wants a man to intercede 
for sinners under imminent judgment. God has set all this up in 
order for his friend, Abraham, to talk to him about what he’s 
heard, the destruction of the men and women of Sodom. God 
wants someone who also partakes of the same flesh and blood as 
the people of Sodom, tempted like them, but without their sins, to 
inquire and plead with him, ‘Is there another cup that you can give 
Sodom to drink instead of that?’ This is how God is, God on high 
and God low amongst men.



The Lord has appointed Abraham to be an advocate for any 
righteous who might be living in Sodom.. God is locking 
Abraham into being defense attorney for Sodom. Those sinners 
won’t suddenly be wiped off the face of the planet without 
there having been years of divine long-suffering and restraint, 
but more than that, without someone also crying for them, ‘O 
Sodom, Sodom, who had the witness of righteous Lot, and a 
divine conscience which reproved them when they did ill, and 
the things of God’s law were written in their hearts . . . O Sodom, 
Sodom, divine mercy has given you decades to repent. The Holy 
One would have stretched his wings over you and protected 
you, but you would not . . .’



You see Jesus Christ in this scene don’t you? Jesus praying for 
sinners is not some distraction to God. No! The intercession of 
Christ is what God desires, and loves. There is nothing more 
important to God than the praying of his dear Son Jesus. All his 
attention, and all his fascination, and all his delight is focused on 
the themes of his Son’s praying. He never grows weary of it. 
These are the most important words anyone in the world was 
speaking at that time. And with us too! God waits to hear us 
praying for mercy to be shown to the people we know all 
around us in our town. God waits to be abounding in grace to 
the chief of sinners. God is waiting for us to intercede for the 
many sinners in our own town who have found the broad road 
that leads to destruction. 



• God is clear.
• God is just. He will do what is 

right. 
• God makes much of  His will 

known.
• God patiently awaits our prayer. 

vJesus intercedes for us. 



‘I am nothing but dust and ashes’ (v.27) . . . ‘May the 
Lord not be angry’ (v.30) . . . ‘Now that I have been so 
bold as to speak to the Lord’ (v.31) . . . ‘May the Lord not 
be angry’ (v.32). 



Jesus is our 
great mediator. 



Prayer is an acknowledgement that our 
need of God’s help is not partial but total. 

- Alister Begg



• God is clear; He is not a God of confusion

• God is just; He will do what is right

• God makes much of His will known.

• God patiently awaits our prayer.

• Jesus intercedes for us.




